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To Improve the Effectiveness of Teaching and Learning of English Reading Skills by
Enhancing Assessment Literacy of English Teachers
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ThIS action research aims to improve the effectiveness of teaching and learning of Enygrlyish reading
skills (Primary 5) by enhancing the assessment literacy of English teachers at my school.

Assessment is the practice of collecting evidence of student learning in terms of knowledge, skills,
values and attitudes through various means when carrying out learning tasks, assessment tasks,
tests, examinations, etc. It serves different purposes, from measuring what has been to informing
learning through diagnosing learners’ strengths and weaknesses and providing quality feedback.
Teachers can adjust the learning objectives of their teaching, the lesson plans and teaching
strategies, after considering the results of the assessment. A leader of the English department plays
a vital role in promoting assessment literacy and assessment for learning in the English subject. It is
crucial to foster a culture of continuous improvement and empower teachers to implement
effective assessment practices and review their expectations of learners, the curriculum design and
t e a o h i n g a C t i v i t i e s

Assessment literacy refers to the knowledge and skills for designing or selecting appropriate
assessment tasks to achieve assessment purposes, and for making optimal use of assessment data
and information to adjust teaching strategies for improving student learning. The use of assessment
data to inform instruction and improve students’ learning outcomes is of great significance in
enhancing the quality of English language teaching.

Presently, reading assessment data is collected after each summative assessment. The team,
however, does not effectively analyse and utilise the data to inform the design of English reading
teaching materials. As a result, the day-to-day teaching of reading skills may not align with students'
weaknesses and may lack a focused approach to the essential reading skills required for primary
students. The disconnection between assessment data and learning materials hampers the progress
of students in English reading comprehension and skills. In the meantime, the assessments are not
well aligned with the different reading skills taught in the lessons. The assessments should be
thoughtfully designed to encompass the various components of reading, such as comprehension,
vocabulary acquisition, phonics, and fluency. By aligning assessments with instructional goals,
teachers can gain valuable insights into students' strengths and weaknesses, enabling them to
provide targeted support.
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Dyéve'lop'ing a vision for assessment literacy and assessment for learning within the school is crucial
for promoting effective teaching and learning and addressing the challenges that hinder student
progress. Peter Senge's theory of systems thinking provides valuable insights into the
interconnectedness of various elements within the educational system. By embracing this approach,
our team can understand the significance of assessment practices, recognize the existing problems
as bottlenecks, and work collaboratively towards a resolution.

According to Senge's theory, a system is an interconnected web of relationships and components
that work together to achieve a common purpose. In the context of education, the school system
comprises teachers, students, curriculum, teaching materials, and assessments. Each component
affécts and is affected by others, creating a complex and dynamic system. Within this system,
assessment literacy and assessment for learning act as leverage points. They have the potential to
significantly impact students’ learning outcomes. However, when these elements are deficient, they
become bottlenecks, hindering the functioning of the system and impeding student progress.

~ We have to recognize the importance of assessment literacy and assessment for learning as
leverage points that can unlock the potential of the effectiveness of teaching and learning. By
developing our team’s knowledge and skills in assessment practices and embracing assessment for
learning strategies, we can address the bottlenecks that impede students’ achievement.

Our team faces challenges related to assessment practices related to English reading
comprehension, the teaching focus, and student learning outcomes of the area. These challenges
can be seen as bottlenecks that restrict the flow of knowledge and hinder the achievement of
desired goals. Inadequate assessment literacy leads to ineffective use of assessment dafa, resulting
in missed opportunities to tailor teaching strategies and activities to students' needs. This, in turn,
limits the potential for students’ progress.

Furthermore, the lack of a clear instructional focus contributes to ambiguity in teaching practices
and curriculum alignment. Without a shared understanding of the learning objectives and the
reading skills students need to develop, teachers of our team may struggle to design coherent and
targeted instruction. As a result, our students may not receive the support necessary to enhance
their English reading level.

To overcome these challenges and resolve the bottlenecks, it is imperative that we embrace a vision
for assessment literacy and assessment for learning. By doing so, we can align our efforts and work
collaboratively to enhance the effectiveness of the current system. According to Kotter, of
remaining elements that are always found in successful transformations, none is more important
than a sensible vision. Identifying and developing a shared vision would be the prerequisite for
addressing the challenges that hinder student progress. By embracing Peter Senge's theory of
systems thinking, our team can recognize the interconnectedness of various components within the
system and understand the significance of assessment practices as leverage points.
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